
William Joseph Klaus
April 3, 1943 - February 5, 2026

William Joseph Klaus, 82, of Manteno, Illinois, passed away peacefully on
February 5, 2026. 

 Born April 3, 1943, and raised in Chicago, Illinois, Bill lived a life centered on
family, faith, humility, and doing what needed to be done without seeking
attention for it. He was a son, brother, uncle, devoted husband, loving father,
and friend — whose presence was reassuring, whose humor was constant,
and whose way of moving through life taught more than words ever could. His
faith and devotion to family were the foundation of his life and guided the way
he treated others. 

 He found happiness in simple, honest things that helped define who he was:
hunting and fishing, time outdoors, gardening, landscaping, and working with
his hands. He could build or repair nearly anything and was always ready to
help someone who needed it. He loved watching old movies, especially
Westerns, and held a deep respect for Native American history and culture.
He admired the strength, traditions, and simplicity of life and sought to live
with that same appreciation for nature and self-reliance. 

 Music came naturally to him — guitar, harmonica, accordion, organ, or almost
any instrument placed in his hands — along with singing, writing songs and
poetry, and enthusiastically cooking meals meant to be shared. He enjoyed
telling jokes, performing small magic tricks, and bringing laughter into a room.
He carried a quick wit and an easy sense of humor that people never forgot. 

 Though often reserved, he stood firmly for truth and honor and believed things



should be done the right way. When it mattered, he spoke up without
hesitation, often advocating for those who could not stand up for themselves. 

 As a young man, he proudly served in the United States Navy during the
Vietnam War and endured captivity as a prisoner of war. After returning home,
he chose a life focused on family, faith, and everyday responsibilities. He was
also a Freemason and valued brotherhood, integrity, and helping others —
principles he practiced far more than he spoke about. 

 He is survived by his wife, Carolyn L'dora Klaus Sr. (née Dudek); his daughter,
Carolyn L'dora Klaus Jr.; his sister, Elizabeth Shipp (Klaus); as well as many
friends and extended family members who will miss him dearly. 

 He was preceded in death by his father, Rudolph Klaus; his mother, Barbara
Klaus (Voves); and his sisters, Beatrice Jakubowski (Klaus), June Haus
(Klaus), and Joan Fasel (Klaus). 

 The family asks that remembrance be made through acts of kindness in his
honor, or through donations to organizations supporting the health and well-
being of military veterans and their families. 

 He will be remembered for the way he lived — faithfully, capably, and with
compassionate love and care for the people around him.
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Linda Johnson - April 03 at 10:21 AM

Dear Carol and family I am so sorry to hear about cousin Billy's
passing. He was always so much fun when we got together and you
were always so sweet. God bless you in your grief. Cousin Linda
(Voves)


